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100 Not Out

ISSUE No. 100

As we reach this milestone issue of the Friendse wsletter,
the current editor looks back over past editions.

Newsletter No.1 appeared in September
1984. Editor Paul Garbutt explained
in his first editorial: At the inaugural
meeting of the Friends on T2April
1984, it was agreed that a regular
newsletter would be desirable. The
aim of the newsletter will be to keep
the Friends in touch with the activities
of the Museum and to provide in each
issue !something for everyone" in

the way of articles and reviews."

The newsletter production process
was a simple typed and Roneo-copied
document, stapled in the top left-hand
corner. The first issue ran to eight
pages of text, with a ninth page
featuring a photo of the Highgate Hill
cable tramway, illustrating an article
referred to later. The standard of
photographic reproduction came in
for some early, understandable
criticism; but, in issue No. 2, Paul
Garbutt was able to report that: !The
newsletter seems to have been well
received and Friends who have
commented on it have asked for more
of the same." So it was to be$

That first issue contained articles from
contributors who were soon to become
familiar names to newsletter readers.
Oliver Green, then a Curator, wrote

on the Museum#s !modern bus
acquisitions™: 'Red Arrow" MBA

521; early one-person operated
double-deck Fleetline DMS1; and the
Igreat might have been" FRM1 % the
front-entrance Routemaster. Ken
Warren explained !London Country
Liveries". Victor Goldberg contributed
a piece on the afore-mentioned
Highgate Hill Cable Tramway. Graeme
Bruce wrote about !Legislation and the
Nineteenth Century Bus". Paul Garbutt
himself penned the first of two articles
describing the connections between
Sherlock Holmes and the Underground.

Other regular contributors to early
issues included Neil Bartlett, Alan
Thomas and Tony Newman. The
feature articles covered a wide range

of historical and contemporary

subjects, reflecting all aspects of
transport in London, beyond both the
responsibilities of the then LT and
indeed the Museum#s prime focus.
Such subjects included taxis, the Post
Office Railway and river services.
Articles on Metro systems abroad were
also popular. Additionally, there were
(and still are) regular reports of Friends#
events, Museum news and book reviews.

Issue 11 (January 1988) announced the

departure of Museum Director Michael
Fopp, following his appointment as
Director of the Royal Air Force Museum
at Hendon. In a very rare slip of an
otherwise deftly-held editorial pen, Paul
Garbutt announced the appointment of
lArthur Scott" as Michael#s successor.
A fulsome apology corrected the first
name to Andrew in the following issue$

Issue 12 (March 1988) contained the
first reference to proposed volunteer
support to the Museum. It contained

an advertisement for volunteer guides
for a scheme !which the Friends hope
to operate for the Museum over the
coming summer". Issue 13 (June 1988)
reported that the initial volunteer

guides had completed their training and
had started their duties; but this may
have been a false start because, in
issue 27 (January 1992), 'Volunteer
Organiser" David Ruddom describes
ongoing discussions with the Museum
on the provision of guided tours.
However, by then a separate volunteer
team had been formed under Peter
Trotter to care for the 1938 tube stock.

Issue 13 (June 1988) instituted a fourth
issue of the newsletter; that has
remained the consistent publication
schedule for each subsequent year to
date, albeit with some adjustment to

the actual months of appearance.

Subject matter continued to broaden.
Taking an issue at random (16: April
1998), Mrs. S. D. Tunnicliffe (the wife
of newly appointed Underground MD
Dennis Tunnicliffe) described how a
former London bus (GHV 87N % a
Daimler Fleetline double-decker,
though Mrs. T. did not so identify it$)
had been adapted into a mobile unit to
help explain technology developments
to primary schoolchildren in the
London Borough of Richmond.

1Junior Factotum" recalled his (her?)
experiences of working in LT#s 55
Broadway Headquarters in the Second
World War.

Here, it was recalled: ! The east wing
of the eighth floor hosed Miss Forty#s
IWarco" section (War Comforts Fund
for Serving Staff), whence she and a
willing band of helpers dispatched
lwoolly comforts" to staff in the forces
and in POW camps." !Junior Factotum"
was a rare use of a INom-de-plume”
in the newsletter. Can anyone now
identify the writer?

Continued on page 4.
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Editorial

So we reach the 100 milestone! We
mark it with the biggest issue ever- a
full 16 pages. As always, the issue
contains a good mix of news from both
the Friends and the Museum; reports
of Friends" activities (and news of
forthcoming events); and items
submitted by you, the Friends" readers,
including articles describing diverse
volunteer experiences. There are also a
couple of special articles written for the
centenary occasion: a review of some
of the milestones and items from
previous newsletters (by myself); and
a special article by David Ruddom
featuring the London bus routes which
have carried the 100 number. (Any
Friends who are members of the
Omnibus Society London Historical
Research Group will know this
numerical theme is a David Ruddom
speciality!)

| greatly enjoyed reading back through
the newsletter archive to produce the
review feature. The total coverage is
impressive, in the breadth of subjects,
the global scope and the diversity of
contributors. The newsletters record

the impressive way the Museum has
extended its collections, displays and
audiences over the years. The progress
of the newsletter itself also reflects

the advances of technology in 25 years
with a phased progression from
typewritten duplication to today"s
electronic transmission of text and
photos, along with full-colour printing.

It is noteworthy that the 100 issues,
spanning 25 years, have been brought
to you by just two Editors, the present
incumbent and his one predecessor,
Paul Garbutt. | know Paul derived much
satisfaction from the Editorial role, as
do I. Neither of us could have delivered
the 100 issues without the strong
support of the Friends" membership.
Thank you all for that- and keep those
contributions flowing!

From The Directores Chair

| am writing this on a brilliantly sunny
December day, as Covent Garden"s
streets and shops start to clog up

with hopeful Christmas shoppers at
lunchtimes. Our own shop Is looking
full and very persuasively
merchandised. Last night was the TfL
Carol Concert at St Martin-in-the Fields,
always a great family occasion for the
transport industry. By the time you read
this, Christmas will be well over and our
thoughts turning to the year ahead.

However, for me its still pre-Christmas
December and I"m in reflective mood.
It is just over two years since the %new
museum was launched. With over
650,000 visitors in that period, it
has been a busy time. Initially this
was about clearing up all the loose
ends after the capital project, as the
new galleries were tested intensively
by record numbers of visitors. More
recently, we have been exploiting the
platform (pun intended) of the new
museum to maximise the public
benefit delivered and build income
to support and extend that work. We
were always determined that this was
a chance to transform the whole
organisation, not just the physical
museum. Today our corporate
membership and sponsorship support
is at record levels and rising; at 3,000+
we have more Friends than ever before;
our new trading company is investing
in retail and online income; the
%Suburbia” exhibition breaks new
ground in the social historP/ of
o
g

transport; and we are exploring new
strands of work with youn

unemployed people and the promotion
of heritage skills. The Thought
Leadership programme is establishing
the Museum as a venue for networking
and debate; the fundraising dinner

at the Opera House is an established
event in the calendar; and our late night
Friday openings are gaining a new
following for the Museum.
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A comprehensive programme of
heritage train and bus runs in 2010 is
about to go to press. This programme
includes at least five outings for the
1938-stock, including one associated
with our October Depot Open
Weekend. We are pleased with such
a strong offer, planned well ahead,
and which, with the help of Friends"
volunteers, will extend the Museum"s
reach still further. The heritage vehicles
are core to our purpose and highly
charismatic for both the enthusiast and
the non-specialist. They really only looki
complete when in motion and act as
great publicity for our cause. We are
etermined to use this busy programmg
for 2010 to generate visits to the
Museum, membership for the Friends
and support also for the Q-stock
project, as it lifts off in the coming year.

I"m also reflecting on completing fifteen
years at LTM. Somewhere along the
way, | have changed from being the ne
boy from St. Albans" Museums to the
longest servmﬁ of our four directors.
The time has flown by, but | regard it as
the best move | ever made, placing me
at the head of this excellent museum,
the best of its type in the world,
working in London at a great time in
its history, with challenges and
opportunities ahead. As the Museum"s
enduring success is down to its senior
team, | recently marked my fifteen years|
by taking the team out to supper to
express my thanks. The energy and
commitment of my colleaguesis a
source of inspiration, as Is the passion
and enthusiasm of our Friends. So
thank you too for your support and
best wishes to you all for 2010. This
will be our 30th anniversary in Covent
Garden, so watch this space for a
celebratory event.

Sam Mullins

-~

Meetings and
Events

Monday 25" January

Friendss meeting

18.15 hours in Cubic Lecture Theatre
at London Transport Museum.
Adventures With Very Varied Vehicles.
David Wadley.

(See separate Preview item below.)

Friday 12" February

Museum !Late" Event

18.45 to 22.00 hours.

#Commuter Love$: An evening of
Suburban Romance.

Concessionary price to Friends: £5. For
further details and booking, please visit
Museum website or phone 020 7565 7298.

Tuesday 239 February

Museum !Suburbia" Talk

18.30 hours, lasting about one hour.
#Home Comforts$. Emmanuelle Dirix,
Fashion Historian. This talk focuses on the
wives and mothers who found themselves
in charge of their new homes in

Metroland. Concessionary price to Friends:
£4. Further details and booking: as above.

Friday 12" March

Museum !Late" Event

#Garden Party$: Celebrate the Suburban
Garden. Other details as #Commuter
Love$ above.

Saturday/Sunday 13'/14™ March
Depot Open Days at Acton

11.00 to 17.00 hours (Last Entry 16.00)
London"s Transport in Miniature. Guest
modellers will exhibit working transport
model layouts. Concessionary Entry for
Friends; £6. Avoid the queues: book in
advance on the Museum website or by
phone. Details as above.

Ongoing until 31 March
Suburbia Exhibition at London
Transport Museum.

Friendse meetingswill be held later in
the year on the following last Mondays
of the month: April 26

(Annual Members" Meeting);

27" September; 25 October;

29" November.

Please bring your Friends" membership
card to Friends" events at the Museum,
as this assists in the security
arrangements for gaining access to the
Cubic Theatre.

Preview
We asked David Wadley for a preview of
his talk.

#What | intend to do is to talk about
some of the hopefully interesting

things that | encountered during 50
plus years of dealing with #vehicles$.
These were mainly on rubber tyres, but
some were on water or on rails of
widely differing gauges. The topics will
include: London Aircraft Production

at Kew; the West London Railway at
Kensington Olympia; Guinness
Transport; the Experimental Shop at
Chiswick Works; the London Borough
of Hillingdon - development of many
interesting vehicles, especially coaches
for the disabled; Ruislip Lido Railway;
and the Metropolitan Police, including
prison vans and #Expert Witness$.$

Thates only an abbreviated summary of
Davides multi-faceted talk. Come along and
hear it all! (Editor.)




Behind The Scenes At
Acton

Richard Meads reports on the special event
for Friends at the Depot.

For the first time, on % September 2009, the Museum invited
Friends to a special *behind the scenese day abrActhis gave

us a privileged opportunity to meet ¢ and talk t@a-number
of the Museumes curators and to hear directly friiram
about current projects and challenges. Whilst aryoan visit
Acton on a public Open Day, or as part of a guited, this
special visit provided the Friends with a much manedepthe
understanding of what goes on at Acton, the oppaoity to
discuss some exciting new projects, and to ask tjoes.

First up was a presentation and discussion with Simelds,
the curator heading the new Engineering Projeds Bief title
hides the real importance of the work, which isrénterpret
the Museumes engineering collections and to inspoeng
people to consider a career in engineering. Tim rexsjsed
that an important outcome of the project would be &xplain
why particular pieces of kit in the Museumes cditet were
needed and what they did. A much fuller articlendr@im is
published elsewhere in this issue.

Out in the Depot itself, Bob Bird and Antony Roskabose

a selection of exhibits from the vehicle collectitm explain
some of the problems and challenges facing the tousain
restoring vehicles to their original state, andriaintaining
them in operational condition. Amongst the itemstire
collection focussed on, we had an explanation abitwet
painstaking work going on to reconstruct the frend of RM2
to its original prototype condition ¢ all involvindetailed hand
building. We learnt also about the challenges ddlice with
general deterioration (e.g.of seat cushions), anfinding
replacements that match the original as closelypassible
for example for the tyres of vehicles that are n8@or so
years old. An item of particular interest was the Dion
chassis, which pre-dates the B-type ¢ a potentiafufe
restoration project.

David Bownes gave a detailed explanation of martheof
classic posters in the truly remarkable collectatnActon,

emphasising the ground-breaking work done by mdnyTes
poster artists. The contrasting styles from diffeteeras are
of particular interest. We also had the chancedokl at the
collection of original artwork ¢ and to see how thetwork
was translated into the finished poster.

Lunchtime gave the opportunity for Friends bothctuat
amongst themselves and to talk to the curators inially,
providing a chance to have a whole range of ingiid
questions dealt with.

Afterwards, Jane Findlay and Michelle Brown gaveanus
explanation about the oral history project, withetbpportunity
to hear a small selection of erecollectionse thainfi part of this
expanding resource. It was a reminder of the imgraré that
oral history has in bringing the whole story of tlones
transport to life and in understanding the epeogspects of
the job which would otherwise get forgotten. To nolioff the
day, Friendse volunteers offered tours of othertpaf the
Depot that were not covered during the rest of {irgramme.

We are very grateful to all the curators and otherseum staff
involved who gave up their time to run this evemt @is and
also to the volunteers who helped out on the daywill be a
privilege for the Friends if a similar, not to bessed, event
can be held at some future date. Feedback from ¢hos
attending was very positive.

October Open Weekend

The family themed Depot Open Weekend took placeléfiand 11"
October 2009. Here are some images from the eventere is more on

the !'York Road" signalling display on page 13.
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100 Not Out (Conetd.)

Issue 25 (June 1991) saw a crisper
typeface, presumably from the use

of a word processor rather than a
typewriter; but the newsletter was still
duplicated, with black and white picture
reproduction. That issue saw the first
*What, Where and Whene picture
puzzle; seemingly very old, it was
actually a shot of Prince Marshalles
preserved 1925 Dennis double-decker
operating on route 100, taken outside
the Museum in Tavistock Street
sometime in the mid-1970s. Leslie
Falkson (from Merligen in Switzerland)
sent in the correct, published answer;
but there was no prize then.

Issue 32 (March 1993) marked another
milestone in the production process.
Professional design assistance was
offered by Citygate Publishing, who at
that time were producing some of LTes
staff publications. The layout improved,
with bolder section headings and
three-column text. ¢In-houses
duplication by LT meant that
photographic reproduction remained
relatively poor.

The next significant change to the
production process came with issue 41
in June 1995. There was a move to
professional printers: Printwise of
Lymington (where Paul Garbutt lived).
This allowed much better reproduction
of photographs, on a glossier paper,
though still in black and white only.
Appearance was further enhanced by
side, rather than top left hand corner,
stapling. That issue contained an
interesting article by Michael Robbins
on the history of the London Transport
Collection. Michael recounted his
personal involvement in securing its
long-term future; and how, as Secretary
to LT, he added the crucial two words
ein Londone to the draft agreement
transferring the London-related assets
from the BTC to the London Transport
Executive «for exhibition to the publice.

The growing involvement of volunteers
was highlighted in issue 43 (January
1996). An advertisement sought
applications for the roles of Volunteer
Library Assistant; Volunteer Collections
Assistant (Rolling Stock); and for further
volunteer guides. Issue 46 (October
1996) recorded the appointment of
Sam Mullins as Museum Director. Sam
contributed the first of what was to
become a regular contribution from
the Directores Chaire. His first such
piece described the Museumes planned
*Total Access Projecte, which over the
following few years was to create the
Depot as an accessible, additional
resource centre and take the Museum
into the <Information Agee by making

its collections viewable «on lines.

Issue 48 (April 1997) highlighted the
Friendse growing role in providing
financial, as well as volunteer, support
to the Museum. It recorded the
acquisition, with Friendse funding by
an undisclosed sum, of Leyland Cub
single-decker C 94. The ability of the
Friends to provide financial support
in this way was made possible by the
ongoing, successful development,
under Brian Stainese direction, of the
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Friendse corporate membership schemg
amongst London Transportes suppliers.

A link with current events comes in a
letter published in Issue 50 (October
1997). Steve Hemmings makes an
appeal, on behalf of the RT1 group,
for contributions towards the £20,000
cost of restoring RT1 to a suitable
condition for public appearances in
*hers 60" birthday year in 1999. (For
details of the current appeal, for a far
more substantial sum, to keep a newly
re-restored RT1 in the UK, go to
www.busesmag.com.)

Jumping ahead to issue 63 (January
2001), the editorial started with the
intention, exceptionally, to abandon
the editorial swes for the first person
singular. This was because, after
sixteen years, Editor Paul Garbutt
announced his decision to lay down
his editorial pen and hand over to a
successor. Paul paid tribute to all
contributors to the newsletter, whether
occasional or regular ! a sentiment
which the present editor continues

to endorse. Paul signed off with the
comment that, over his 17-year
editorship, he had published over half
a million words ! more than Charles
Dickense output"”

Over the whole span of production,
newsletters had, per force, to record
the passing of many good Friends.
Sadly, these included Paul himself

in December 2008. Others, whose
passing has been sadly recorded, have
included names previously mentioned
here, such as Graeme Bruce and
Michael Robbins; and many more,
including Bob Greenaway, Gordon
Hafter, Ken Glazier, Ken Healey, Terry
Harrison and Wesley Quilty, to mention
but a few.

To round off our review, we move

finally to issue 65 (July 2001). This
marked the current stage of newsletter
development, to full colour printing,
further enhanced, from issue 91 in
October 2007 by an updated design in
keeping with the Friendse own refreshed
identity.

What overall impressions are left by
this trawl through the newsletter
archives? In some ways, how little
things have changed. The Friends havs
always been an active association,
strongly supporting the Museum in
many different ways, and arranging
meetings and visits to inform its
members and encourage social
contacts. In other ways, how things
have changed, especially in production

terms. We have moved in 25 years from|

simple duplication to full colour
printing; and contributions, in both
text and photographs now come
electronically. The first editor used a
quill pen to head up the letters column.
That image is well and truly buried”

A full set of Friendse newsletters is
available in the Museum Library. Issueg
from January 2006 (No0.84) are availabl
on-line at the Friendse website:
www.ltmusuem.co.uk/friends. An index
to issues 1 to 39 is available on written
request from the newsletter editor.
(Enclose an SAE please.) We hope to
produce an index to later issues in due

14

course.

Outing To Crich

Friend and volunteer Mike
Kay is organising a coach
excursion to Crich ¢
Tramway Village on
Saturday 10" April 2010, in
which he is inviting Friends
to participate, along with
members of other transport
groups.

Here are the details:

The coach will depart Epsom Coaches
Depot at Epsom at 0600 hours, with
subsequent pick-ups at Embankment
Underground station (0715) and South
Mimms Services (0800). Approximate
return times are South Mimms (1900),
Embankment (2000) and Epsom (2100
hours).

The proposed itinerary on arrival at
Crich is:

11.30 Guided Tour of Depot

12.00 Round Trip on London E1 or
Feltham Car, with guide

12.45 Lunch (Two course carvery meal,
included in price)

14.00 Opportunities for further tram
rides and visit to exhibition

15.45 Visit ends
16.00 Depart

Inclusive, special price for Friends (and
Friendse partners/friends): £34.

If you would like to join the trip, please
send a cheque for the full amount,
payable to ATTC (you need only
include the initials, which stand for
the Association of Travel Trade Clubs)
at this address: ATTC, 97, Oxford
Road, Rochford, Essex SS4 1TF.

As well as the cheque, please include
the names and number of passengers
you are booking for; your postal
address, email address and telephone
number; your chosen pick up point(s);
and whether or not any of your party
would like the vegetarian lunch option.

Confirmation will be sent to whoever

is the lead name for the booking. The
last date for booking is 1st March 2010.
There will be a full refund on any
cancellation up to 30 days before
departure (11th March). Cancellations
thereafter will be charged the coach
fare.

Copy Date.

The closing copy date for

the April 2010 newsletter
is Friday 26 February
2010.




The Woolwich Ferry

The speaker at the Friendse meeting on'2
November 2009 was Andy Griffiths, Head of
River Services, Transport for London. Andyes
subject was: « The Woolwich Ferry: Past,
Present and Futures.

The people of Woolwich had the right to run a féoepween
North Woolwich and Warren Lane on the south shooenf

at least the early century. The earliest known reference
is in 1308, when William de Wicton sold the fenng &ilouse
for £10. From 1850 onwards, there were proposats fo
superseding the ancient horse-raft by a steam féNigthing
came of this until 30 years later, when the exigtineans of
ferry crossing were rapidly becoming inadequate.

In October 1880, a public meeting was held in Wagivo
determine whether the parish could afford to setitgpown
steam ferry. However, the cost of building the mand
landing stages was found to be too great, so regméstions
were made to the Metropolitan Board of Works. 184 8he
Board agreed to provide a ferry service acros3 tizenes at
Woolwich, for passengers, animals and goods. tihéur
resolved that the ferry service should be freelbéharges; this
decision replicated the acquisition by the Boardodifbridges
further upstream, from which it had removed thd tiiarges.

A contract for the construction of approaches, lgéd and
pontoons was awarded to Mowlem & Co. in SeptemB8&i71
The free ferry was opened on'2Blarch 1889, ironically
three days after the Metropolitan Board of Workd baen
superseded by the London County Council. Lord Resgb
the first Chairman of the LCC, performed the openin
ceremony. It was reported to have taken place arabng
eextra-ordinary rejoicinge. Woolwich was arrayetth\flags
and bunting. There was a procession through theesst
comprising mounted police and bands, with the édfiparty
driving in open carriages.

The original two steam-driven paddle vessels weraed
eGordone and sDuncane, after military figures. 893, they
were joined by a third vessel « eHuttone, namedeafa
professor of mathematics at the Woolwich Acader®g« top
photo, from a contemporary postcard.) In 1922 sboats
were replaced by a new sDuncane and by Squiréer (a

i
i

William Squires, twice Mayor of Woolwich and omeeti
chairman of the Woolwich Building Society). Twthir
vessels arrived in 1930: *Will Crookse and «JohnrBeboth
after local politicians « the latter an ancestordny Benn.

Services were maintained with very few incidertieré are
only four recorded suspensions: for two weeks ia General
Strike of 1926; after a collision between a femyg an
American Steamé€oahama Countyih the same year; for
three months in 1949, when the pontoons were rembfea
docking and repair; and (jumping ahead of ourthaydor two
weeks in 1989, when one of the current ferries sltrthe South
Terminal with such force that half had to be rendwEhere

were no wartime casualties, but a few near misBesing the
extensive Docks raids off Beptember 1940, the ferry service
ran all night evacuating the people of Silverto

In 1963, three diesel-powered ferries replacedsiue-loading
paddle steamers. These ¢ the current fleet « weomstructed
In Dundee at a cost of roundly £800,000. They wemmed
eJohn Burnse, *Ernest Bevine and «James Newmareraft
pioneering politicians, all connected with Woolwaid/or

the Thames. New ferry terminals were opened in 1965

Operation of the ferries passed from the LCC to @ieC in
1965. On the demise of the GLC in 1986, ownershifhe
ferries and terminals passed to the Departmentrafiport.
Responsibility for operations was assumed ¢ somewha
reluctantly « by the London Borough of Greenwich2000,
the ownership of assets, and the duty to operatasged to
Transport for London. The London Borough of Greehwi
continued to operate the service for TfL until tBerough gave
notice of termination. TfL awarded an interim c@wtrto Serco
to run the ferry from % October 2008.

Today, the ferries are working harder than evekimgaup to
six crossings per hour. They carry around oneomiiehicles,
and over two million passengers, each year at amaimg
cost of £8 million p.a.. Vehicle capacity is usedtte full,
especially by HGVs. Historically, there was a hgaak
passenger movement in both directions across therriwith
residents on the north side crossing to work at Waoh
Arsenal, and those from the south side crossingvtok in

the Docks. Now there are more northbound crossingbe
morning peak, with the reverse in the afternoonpé6cent
of passengers are pedestrians. 22 per cent of usavel on
the ferry on five or more days a week. 48 per ¢eael at least
twice a week. There has been no significant logsaskenger
traffic since the opening of the DLR extension todlWich.

Much of the ferry usage is locally based, rathanth
long-distance. 55 per cent of southbound (vehicid a
passenger) journeys start in Newham or Barkingg&ribam;
the main destination (53%) is Greenwich. 51 petr @en
northbound journeys start in Greenwich and 36 gt én
Bexley. Major factors influencing the choice offiduey by
HGV users are the height restrictions in the Rdthiee and
Blackwall Tunnels ¢ and the fact that the ferrylikethe
Dartford crossing, is free!

Currently, the ferries are undergoing five-yeanteaiance
surveys and overhaul in Hull, at a cost of £3 amilliThe ferry
service has had no major capital investment inpdigt 40
years, except for the replacement of the ferry eegiand
generators over twenty years ago. It is laboumisitee and
inefficient to run. In 2008, the incoming Mayor aanced the
cancellation of the Thames Gateway Bridge projgus has
made the case for investment in the ferry serviagerurgent.
TfL is currently considering options for the re@aent of the
ferries and the terminals. The possibilities ineladhew ferry
crossing at Gallions Reach; replacement facikiti®goolwich;
or a combination of the two.

Further information on the Woolwich Ferry is atééldrom
thewww.yellins.co.uk/woolwichferry website, from which
some supplementary information has been obtainedHs
report.
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Krakow Trams

Richard Moules describes the tramway delights of

this Polish city:

The city of Krakow (sometimes
pronounced Krakov in English) lies in
southern Poland. It is a fascinating
old city, which was once the capital

of Poland; it was largely untouched by
the 2nd World War and is comparable
to Budapest and Prague.

An extensive tramway forms the main
public transport system, supported by
buses, mainly on non-tramway routes.
There are extensive lengths of reserved
track tramway, but much street running
in the centre; numerous complex
junction layouts; a fine variety of
well-maintained cars; frequent and
cheap flat-fare services. In short, a
tramway enthusiast!s heaven. Go
there if you can”

The system is operated by the city
council and there is a fascinating
transport museum in an old tram depot
situated in Sw.Wawrzynca (a turning
off the busy StarowisIna) south of the

city centre in the district =
called Kasimierz. It is
just south of the old
Jewish Quarter, which
is a well-known location
on the tourist trail" Go |
by tram (routes 9, 11,
13 & 24) and alight
just before the Most
Powst Slaskich Bridge
over the Vistula River.
Follow the tram tracks
along Sw.Wawrrzynca
and the museum is at the far end on the
left. The museum is open every day,
except Mondays, from 9am till 4pm
(Saturdays & Sundays opens 10am). It
is called the Muszeum Inzynieri Miejskie
(CityEngineering Museum) and has a
fine collection of old trams (some of
which are occasionally operated), and
at least one horse bus. Admission

costs 6.50 zlotys (about £1) but this
also includes a museum of the

automotive industry in Poland and a
#Fun & Science$ museum, which is
mainly aimed at children with many
#hands on$ exhibits. Altogether very
good value as you could spend most of
the day there" However don't forget to
ride the #real$ trams outside" (One ride
tickets 2.50 zl; 24 hr #runabout$ 10.40
zl; 48 hour 18.80 zl; 72 hour 25 zI -
fantastic value")

More Heritage Trains

Rickard Vesterberg, a membr-
of the Stockholms '
Tunnelbanegrupp, writes
from Sweden to say that
the group has five preserved
operational metro cars from
the 1950s and 1960s.

The photo alongside is
reproduced by kind
permission of #bussmikke$.
(See more of his photos on
www.bussmicke.se.)

Rickard adds that the metro
group in Oslo has reserved |
seven of that city!s old red ﬁ-,— i
cars, as they come out of e
service; six of this seven will __
be a drivable historic train.

The single one will be placed;
in the Oslo tram museum.
(The musuem was the
subject of an article in the
October 2007 newsletter.)
The accompanying Oslo
photo, of one of that city!s
red trains still in service, was
taken by Barry LeJeune in
2007.

Closer to home, the 5BEL
Trust has been set up to
#bring back the Brighton
Belle$. The project plans
eventually to restore the
electric Pullman train to run
on the main line. All bar one of the
original 15 cars survive, including a
number used until recently on the
#Orient Express$ and others on
preserved railways and as static
restaurants. A collection of four of the
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original cars has been assembled by
the Trust, including two driving motor
cars on which restoration work has
already started at Derby. It is hoped
that the four cars will be joined shortly
by a fifth, to enable the restoration of
a full five-car set.

From The
Membership
Secretary

Could | seek Friends! co-operation with
three matters?

1. Friends entering the Museum need
to join the entry queue so that their
admission is logged on the Museum
accounting system. (Some members
have being trying to walk straight in,
saying they have Friend!s
Membership.)

2. Any Friend who has signed up for
Gift Aid, and who later finds that
they no longer pay sufficient
income tax to cover the
membership fee, should notify me
as soon as possible to prevent us
from claiming incorrectly.

3. Would any Friend who pays a
subscription by Direct Debit, and
who decides to cancel this method
of subscription payment ,please
notify me, as well as their bank. If
we are not advised of the change,
and still make a Direct Debit claim,
we are charged £7. As you will
appreciate, is an expense that could
% and should - be avoided"

Many thanks for your co-operation.
Pat Tilly

Happy
New Year




DiStinQUiShed ViSitor The photograph below shows His Royal Highness

with Sam Mullins.

thee subrbs e ——

His Royal Highness, The Duke of Edinburgh, vigietMuseum
on 2 October, to look at the design heritage that hhaped
Londones transport network.

His Royal Highness was given a tour of the Museum b
Director, Sam Mullins. They were accompanied Hyaiid Bell,
Chairman of London Transport Museum, David Wortbimg
one of the Museum Trustees, The Lord Mayor of Wesster
and the Lord-Lieutenant.

Highlights of the tour included the Museumes latestjor
exhibitionSuburbiawhich looks at how transport has shaped
Londones suburbs and celebrates suburban lifestyle,
architecture, design and popular culture througleres of
unique displays.

The Duke of Edinburgh also viewed some designictaks

the 1938 Underground carriage, the B-type bus df0l@&nd the
1956 Routemaster bus - and visited the "Desigit favels gallery
which displays many items from the Museumes celielorgraphic &
art collection including iconic posters and signage

Subway Art

The disused Kingsway tram subway was opened to the
public in October and early November 2009, in conngtion
with the display of an artistic installation - «Chade - by
Conrad Shawcross. Tickets, for free timed tours, wequickly
snapped up. Dave Taylor was fortunate to get a tieck and
sends this brief report and photographs.

British artist, Conrad Shawcross, Interesting though the installation
constructed a giant, site-specific, was, many visitors, like myself, no
mechanical installation in the Kingsway  doubt took part largely for the
subway. The installation was described  opportunity to visit the disused tram
as his most ambitious and complex subway. The accompanying pictures
work to date. Conceived specially for show what can still be seen of the
the long subway, the artist built two platform, access ramp and stairs.
identical rope machines that weaved Interestingly, there were a number of
a thick hawser from 324 spools of more recent #relics$ from the use of
coloured string. These vast machines the subway for filming of #The
started back-to-back in the centre of Escapist$ in 2008. This included the
the subway space and then gradually display of station signs for the

moved slowly away from each other, fictitious #Union Street$ and even the
down the subway following the tram creation of an original #Harry Beck$
tracks. !Like two giant spiders" (so said  Underground map with this fictional
the brochure), the machines slowly station inserted on the City Branch of
weaved their rope behind them, as the Northern Line between Kennington
they travelled through the space over and Borough.

the course of the exhibition.

Sadly, photography
of the !machine”
was forbidden.

At the conclusion
of the exhibition,
the hawser was

to be cut into
sections, sealed
and sold by the
number of minutes
each section took
to create.

For further details
of these sales,
please contact the
Victoria Miro gallery
at www.victoria-miro.com.
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One of the Nordhausen Siemens
2-10-2T number 99-7235 shares Combo trams prepares to depart

the street with a cyclist at from the Bahnhofsplatz powered
Hochschule. by its diesel engine.



The photo shows the spiral elevator/moving walkway
partially reassembled at Acton.

In a related vein, work is also underway cleanity a
assembling the major components of a 1940s! tunnel
ventilation fan from Swiss Cottage station. Acqdiie 1999
and separated into several parts for ease of s@yrdtgis hoped
that, by reassembling and relocating it next tor@ug of tube
tunnel lining rings, visitors will gain an increbawareness
of the problem it solved in helping to cool the ®ibThis is an
issue that has resurfaced more recently, resulimg number
of more modern station ventilation fans, that haadldén

into disrepair, being brought back into servicevduld be
interesting to discover if the fan from Swiss Cgaawvas
replaced by one of these, as part of an earlieun@hment
programme? What comes next? Besides continuing the
auditing and conservation work briefly describedeha lot
of effort is taking place on gathering informattondevelop
the website and interpretative elements of the eiaj | am
consulting an increasing number of museum curatofk,
engineers, LTM Friends and external experts, taucapew
perspectives and increase our understanding ofciiéection.
By the time you read this, a list of key objectsithequire
further research will have been compiled, whichténd to
publish in the April 2010 newsletter, in the hogeat readers
with specialist subject knowledge may be able tteohelp. In
the meantime, if you have any questions regardiregproject,
please contact me by email at: Tim.Shields@Itmuseonik

Q-Stock In Acton Works

Here are two photos of the Q-stock in Acton Worteken by Spencer McManus in early December 2009. By
the time Friends read this, the first stage of eestion will be under way. Initial work includes temoval of
asbestos and inspection and testing of the wheet-se




Letters

Vancouver Update

During a visit to Western Canada in September 2089,
visited the heritage tramway on Granville Islarzshcduver.
(See October 2008 and January 2009 newslettersorBdi

As expected, the tramway was very closed, but #etisn

from Granville Island to Leg-In-Boot station wasacly capable
of operation, although unused at present. The ¢ets(or car
barn) is just beyond Leg-In-Boot and was firmlydahrbolted
and deserted, although one of the cars was outdidely
enclosed by close-wire fencing. Between the cadsived

the Science World terminal lies one of the sitestfe 2010
Winter Olympic Games. That area was one continuous
working site, with no visible evidence of the traayw

We also travelled over the new Skytrain !Canade!'lfrom
Waterfront to the Airport. This has been built tbe 2010
Olympics. Itis very new and modern, controlleccbynputer,
and sharing many similarities with our DocklanditLRailway.

John and Joan Davies - Little Clacton, Essex.

Conservation Grants

At the Friendse Executive Committee meeting in Demer
2009, grants to the Museum totalling roundly £32)@ere
agreed for conservation projects in 2010.

This Friends funding will cover:

- £10,000 for a major push towards completing the
front-end reconstuction of RM2;

- £5000 for work on FRM1;
- £7,000 for work to make another heritage bus apés;

- £10,000 for restoration of the LCC tram sheltehigh
would then serve as a passenger shelter at the Depo

This is in addition to ongoing support for Q-staelstoration.
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Oral History Archives

David Tookey responded to the request
in 2009 for volunteers to assist with the
transcribing of oral history interviews.
Here he describes his experiences.

If you are researching a topic on transport in lamdhere
is a wealth of published material to provide yothvdetailed
information. This material includes reference bqoks
biographies, national and local archives and nepessa
Some sources give you facts such as dates, routégasts,
whereas others provide informed (or otherwise) igpisi on
events.

Another useful source is oral history recordings/imch
people relate personal experiences. Some relatedfor
historical events and others describe the dailytirmiin their
workplace. Like many other museums, London Trartspor
Museum has an ongoing programme of oral histogyvgws.
This is managed by Jane Findlay, a community auaaitthe
structured interviews are conducted by volunte®scause
oral histories are simply a recorded conversatibe only
guide to the information they contain is the titled the name
of the interviewee. Therefore, the only way a reskar can
see if the recording is useful for their work idigten to tapes
with titles that appear relevant. Obviously, tlEvery time
consuming and inefficient. What is required isaagcription
of the recording and summary of key points. This tteen
be stored on the Museum#s computerised collections
(rjnanagement system, so that a researcher can figaelavant
ata.

As the Museum does not have the staff to underttiis task,
Jane asked Joanne Howe, the volunteers# coordirtatptace
a note in Friends News seeking volunteer transcsit#o |,
along with some other volunteers, attended a megtihthe
Museum where Jane outlined the ground rules fardeaibing
and gave us two recordings to practice our trapson skills.
The rules are straightforward and are simply taiemnshat
each transcript fits the standard format in ternisayout etc..
The only equipment required is a computer. Thisnsea

that volunteers can work at home and in their owmet

Itis entirely up to the individual to choose theiethod of
transforming the recorded conversation into writtert. Some
people work though the recording sentence by secéen
replaying any that they have not heard clearlye@thlike me,
prefer to work through the whole tape, noting kexegtions
and answers and then repeat the process, fillithérgaps
until transcription is complete. In addition to tiscribing the
recording, the transcriber has to produce a summahych
describes the key points of the interviewee#s cosat@oon. The
transcript and summary of each recording is themnest on
the museum#s computer as permanent record of ttegview.
| have found transcribing very enjoyable. | haateabout
the problems associated with making buses moreasiuét for
people with disabilities; the idiosyncrasies oftaer members
of the London Transport Board; and what it is tikée a
female bus driver in central London. However, sdta

oral history recording | have enjoyed most deseribe
development by London Transport in the early 1960s
computer programs to produce bus schedules. Attthee,
this was ground-breaking work; but, unfortunatéte,
computers available did not have interactive cdfgio

cope with this complex task. As the interviewee coents,
the simplest modern mobile phone has more compupoger
than the room-sized machines of the early 196@suhd his
detailed description of the tedious task of prograing
fascinating, because | used similar computersastart of
my career in the scientific civil service.

So, to conclude, | find transcribing the museunmgblastory
recordings fascinating and an enjoyable way tmlabout
many different aspects of London#s public transport



The Museumes Tilling-Stevens chassis,
in a photo taken just prior to its departure from
Covent Garden, as part of the pre-refurbishment
edecante process. (Barry Le Jeune)

Michael Banfieldes restored vehicle at the
cart-marking ceremony. (Damon Cross)

This bus is relevant to our Museum as it is the saimassis
type as the ex-Douglas chassis MN2615, which wanddy
displayed up in the air at Covent Garden (and reewles at
Acton Depot). It also has a connection with thegenet day,
as TfL is carrying out trials with buses using alkemngine
driving a generator to supply current to a motodtive the
wheels. Firstes Wright-Hybrid No. WNH39001 alseradied
the cart-marking event. Around ninety years agbng was
also complying with the all-red livery requiremeiutstodayes
TfL contracts!

No TTAls are thought to survive, but several of Ti&eseries
survive from different fleets in various stategoéservation.
An example of the later, forward-control TS7 isgaeved by
Barry Weatherhead; this is the former Tilling X\\29&&ing
from 1925. This bus was originally built for t@Q@C and is
one of a batch of twelve single-deckers built foe tL09 route
originally wearing LGOC livery. The batch was fatted in
Tilling livery in 1930; it retained this until witAwal in 1932,
when it was replaced by «Te type Regals.




The photo (left) is reproduced by kind permissién o
Tony Belton.
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What, Where,
When?

Most respondents correctly identified
the location of the clock in the October
2009 competition as Fulwell Depot.

Laurie Mack recalled his past
associations with the building: !The
gable end with the clock is part of the
Wellington Road side of Fulwell
trolleybus depot. This is on my old
home ground (my school was within
half a mile); we used to see repaints
being readied for despatch from road
no. 9. One day, in VE week in 1945,
when we were allowed to wander
around at will, we found the wreckage
of X6 no.1670 in the cripple line, which
was directly under the clock.

The clock was evidently not thought to
be reliable: a prominent sign in the form
of a dial, reading from !slow% 5 to 0 and
then to 5 !fast%, with an adjustable
minute hand, was on a post at the
Wellington Road gate$%

The photo also brought back memories
to Graham Burgess. He writes: My
most memorable visit "inside# was
when groups of us Cobham Bus
Museum members were receiving
driving instruction for our psv licences,
our instructor being John Killick.
Needless to say, with such expert
tuition, no one failed the test at the
Balls Pond Road Test Centre$ The
Utility gave us all a full "All Types#
ticket.%

Graham adds: 'Why are we wasting
time trying to develop hybrid buses,
when we had the cleanest, quietest,
pollution free and fast method of
transporting people? Bring back the
trolleybus$%

We will award a book prize to both
Laurie and Graham for their
contributions. As always, this is kindly
provided by lan Allan Publishing.

And so to this month#s puzzle picture.

It was kindly provided by Colin Read
(who is therefore barred form entering$).
It shows an entrance to an
Underground station.

Which one and where? Entries by emalil
or post to the Editor#s home address,
by the copy date for the April 2010
issue.

Shop News
Continued from page 15.

over fifty years. David Brown presents
a definitive survey that is the fruit of
thirty years of research. It includes the
first-ever detailed history of the
Southern Railway#s suburban rolling
stock, as well as dealing with the
development of the electrified
suburban services.

The second book launched at LOTS is
London#s Trolleybuses (A black and
white album). Mick Webber has spent
many years gathering London
trolleybus photographs from press
agencies, photo libraries and
manufacturers - photographs taken

on professional equipment and often
with full plate glass negatives for best
definition. Many of these photos,
covering the period from 1931 to 1950,
are collected together in this new black
and white album. Price is £19.95.
London#s Green Routemaster, written
and published by Stuart Robb (£15),
is the companion volume to the Red
Routemaster Allocation book published
last year. A garage-by-garage listing of
green Routemaster allocations with
photographs, this informative book
contains a history of all London#s
Country garages from the entire life of
the buses# green lives. There is limited
text in the book, but a great deal of
information accompanied by over 100
photographs. A must-have for any
Routemaster enthusiast.

The major title from lan Allan is West
Midlands PTE Buses and Trolleybuses
(also by Malcolm Keeley - £18.99).

This time, the author continues the
West Midlands# story after WMPTE
took over the services of the four local
municipals (five including the later
addition of Coventry to the area) and
Midland Red#s West Midlands# services.
The text and picture selection is again
very good indeed, but the lan Allan
production values still do not match
Capital Transport#s. Also from lan Allan
are new softback London Underground
Rolling Stock in Colour (John Glover -
£16.99) and London North of the
Thames (Colin & David McCarthy -
£19.99), a new volume in the Railways
of Britain series

Models

The eagerly awaited Isle of Wight two-

car EFE tube train set in Network South
East livery arrived in November and is

proving very popular. The set is priced

at £63.99.

EFE are also releasing a BET Federation
36ft Green Line coach (RC class) in
January 2010. In the original pearl grey
and Lincoln green livery, and operating
on Route 705, the model is expected to
retail for £25.99.

Creative Master Northcord have
released an Alexander/Dennis Enviro
400 Hybrid double deck model as
operated by Metroline. This has been
very popular and we have acquired
additional stock to meet demand.
Corgi (OOC) has released the first
Olympic 2012 souvenir, featuring an
Alexander Dennis Enviro 400 1:76
model in the special livery the bus
carried in Beijing 2008. The "model# is
pricey too, at £29.99, but may oddly

prove to be rather valuable in due
course, as it is likely to be purchased
more for its sporting provenance than
its desirability to model collectors. It is
thought the base casting was provided
by CMN. Corgi (OOC) will shortly
release a London Transport Q1
Trolleybus on Route 607. This is the
first London trolleybus for some time
and is bound to be popular.

Price should be £28.99

Corgi#s (OOC) new Routemaster models
are now expected in early 2010.
Rather surprisingly, Jotus, a Chinese
company not known for scale models,
have produced a 1:76 scale Volvo
Ailsa/Alexander model (in resin) of
London Transport#s unique V3, the
experimental vehicle with front
entrance and rear exit. Probably
because the mould will remain unique
(there is no other livery variation
possible), the £74.99 price doubtless
must cover all the manufacturer#s set
up costs. Even at the price, the model
has been popular.

Bachmann 4-CEP EMU units have at
last made their appearance and how
splendid they are. There are three
liveries so far of these four-car sets, all
green, green with yellow warning panels
and blue & grey. Excellent value at
£118.95.

We also now stock a greater selection
of magazines, although I regret that no
discounts are available on these titles.

| am available most Saturdays to field
questions and receive suggestions.
Looking forward to seeing you in 2010$

Michael Walton




The conductor of RTW95 has already reset the
blinds for a trip to Beckton as the bus is about to
set off from East Ham to take up service at Barking
The offside route 15 board however
remains in place. [A.B.Cross]

100 TRAIN

This photo has nothing directly to do with the aoganying
. article, other than the 100 connection. The imagedluded
NS 1736, one of the experimental covered top | 5 give an Underground balance to the 100 themghdivs a

NSs running from Loughton garage on Route 10p standard tube stock train on the Holborn to Aldwttuttle
to Epping Town. [A.B.Cross from the in 1958, carrying the 100 train number long-assediavith

. ) that service. (LTM collection.)
G.Robbins collection]
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